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RESEARCH AND POLITICS:  How to find out the who, 
what, why, when, and where behind the issues! 

 

During our last session, “POLITICS AND THE MEDIA: WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW”, we discussed 
the importance of researching the facts behind the story.  Most people do not know how to 
begin to do this.  Perhaps the word ‘research’ itself is a bit intimidating and just sounds 
challenging.  Great news people, it’s not! 
 
Research - any gathering of data, information and facts for the advancement of knowledge. 

 

The following link will give you more information on the topic of reporting: 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMDTLFyifM8&feature=youtu.be   

 

 
Let’s be clear here, in no way are we saying that everything that is reported is bogus.  What we 
are saying is, be sure to check out other sources, do a comparison, and whenever possible, get 
it ‘from the horse’s mouth’.  You may not be able to actually speak with the person(s) in the 
story, but may be able to obtain information from official sources. 
 
In politics, there are some things that our representatives do that are documented and public 
record.  For example, the bills that they sponsor and co-sponsor (you guys should remember 
these terms from our State Assembly and Senate lessons), how much funds they are given to 
allocated in your district – remember these are called Discretionary Funds, and the names of 
the recipients of the funds.   
  
Let’s take a look at these… 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yMDTLFyifM8&feature=youtu.be
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We are now in the age of technology.  Remember guys there are 3 levels of local government 
that represents us: Federal, State and City.  Each representative has his/her own webpage that 
shows their activity.   
 
The federal level of government is The House of Congress.  SouthEast Queens is the 6th 
congressional district.  That is represented by Congressman Gregory Meeks.  If you want to see 
how Congressman Meeks is representing you, visit his website:  http://www.house.gov/meeks/ 
You’re on the correct page if it looks like this: 
 

 
On the left side of the page you can see categories where you can research how our 
congressman is doing.  There is a tab that we clicked on called ‘Legislation’.  Under that tab 
there are other tabs let will tell you what bills the Congressman sponsored and co-sponsored, 
how he voted, etc.  

 

http://www.house.gov/meeks/
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On the state level of government we have the State Senators and State Assemblymen/women. 
In SouthEast Queens there are several representatives.  You can also visit their websites as well. 
The New York State Senate Website is:  http://www.nysenate.gov/ .  Remember guys the State 
Senate is the ‘upper house’ of our state legislators.  If it looks like this you’re on the correct 
page: 

 
If you look on the left of the site, there is a section called, ‘FIND MY SENATOR’.  Simply enter 
your address and zip code and that will tell you who your State Senator is. Once you enter your 
address the page will look like this: 

 
Next to the picture of your senator is the name of your senator and is also a link that will take 
you to your senator’s home page.   

http://www.nysenate.gov/
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The homepage will look like this: 

 
Under the name of the senator there are various tabs. One of those tabs, like the congressional 
web page, ‘Legislation”.  On this page, there will be a list of all of the legislation that your 
senator has sponsored and co-sponsored.  It will look like this: 

 
If you scroll down, on the bottom of the senate page, there is a section called ‘NAVIGATE’. You 
can see several that there are links with lots of information on what is going on in our New York 
State Senate.  
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Remember guys, the ‘lower house’ of New York State legislators are the New York State 
Assembly.  The website is as follows:  http://assembly.state.ny.us/ 

 
On the left of the website, there is a tab called “Assembly Member”. Click on it and it should 
look like this: 

 
On this page, the 3rd box reads, “Who is my member?” You would click onto the search button 
and it would lead you to a page where you can enter your address and find out who your 
Assembly member is:   

 

http://assembly.state.ny.us/
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This page gives you the name of your member and a link that says ‘click here’.  Once you do so 
it should look like this: 

 
On the left of the webpage, there is a tab called ‘Sponsored Legislation’.  Click on the tab and 
there will be a list of legislation that your member has sponsored.  It will look like this: 

 
Once you are on the website of any elected official, you should be able to locate whatever 
information that you are looking for.  If you find what you are looking for and you are finding 
that the language is challenging, that is what SEQCYD is here for.  We will teach you to become 
familiar with the language. 
 

DISCRETIONARY FUNDS 
 
One of the major subjects that cause controversy with respect to elected officials is 
Discretionary Funds.  Remember Discretionary funds are monies that an assembly member can 
use to his/her discretion or as they see fit to help the community.  Also, remember Congress 
DOES NOT have discretionary funds.  The following link is where you can research all 
Discretionary Funds:  http://seethroughny.org/ 

http://seethroughny.org/
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If the website looks like this, you are on the correct site: 
 

 
There is a tab called ‘Expenditures’.  This tab should look like this: 

 
Click onto the link that says “Search Legislative Expenditure Reports”. The screen should now 
look like this:   
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On this page, you can click into the applicable house (assembly or senate) and enter the name 
of member/elected official and see how much money they are using in terms of their expenses. 
 
This other link in the expenditure page is:  Legislative Pork Barrel “Member Items”.  pork 

barrel n. Slang - A government project or appropriation that yields jobs or other benefits to a specific 

locale and patronage opportunities to its political representative. 

 

 
On this page you can click on the ‘All’ arrow on the right and find the name of the 
member/elected official and you can also tailor your search in the other fields and see all of the 
discretionary fund spending. 
The middle “Chamber” tab allows you to choose what level of government that you would like 
to research, i.e. Senate, Assembly, or City Council. 
 
One of the other major topics of discussion is Government Spending.  The following link will 
give you all that you need to know – from salaries of elected officials and staff to financial 
disclosures to foreign gifts:  http://www.legistorm.com/ 

 
We elect our representatives, but that is not where our responsibilities as voters end.  Any and all 

 

http://www.legistorm.com/
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information concerning the activity of your elected official is public record.  It is up to you, as 
constituents to stay abreast of this activity.   
 
Researching your elected officials activity will help in focusing on the facts and not the gossip.  Once you 
obtain the information and would like further information, you can contact your representative. 
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