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Public Advocate: The Voice for the People 
 

             The office of Public Advocate for the City of New York is a citywide elected 

position in New York City, which is first in line to succeed the Mayor. The office serves as 

a direct link between the electorate and city government, effectively acting as a 

"watchdog," for New Yorkers. His duties are comparable to a vice president, lieutenant 

governor or deputy mayor. 

             

           The office was created in 1993, when the New York City Council voted to rename 

the position of President of the City Council. Following the City Charter revision of 1989 

which eliminated the powerful New York City Board of Estimate on which the President 

held a seat, the post was seen as largely ceremonial; its only notable responsibility was 

to cast the deciding vote in the City Council in the unlikely event of a tie. At the time, it 

was thought likely that the post would be abolished altogether. 

 

             The position nevertheless survived, and has thus far been held by three 

Democrats, Mark Green, Betsy Gotbaum, and Bill de Blasio. The 2009 election to 

succeed Gotbaum was highly competitive and was won by Bill de Blasio. 

 

                 The Public Advocate presides over all meetings of the New York City Council. As the presiding  

officer, the Public Advocate is an ex-officio member of all committees in the Council, and in that capacity 

has the right to introduce and co-sponsor legislation. The Public Advocate also serves as an ombudsman 

for city government, providing oversight for city agencies, investigating citizens' complaints about city 

services and making proposals to address perceived shortcomings or failures of those services. These 

duties, worded somewhat ambiguously, are laid out in Section 24 of the City Charter. The Public 

Advocate is also charged with appointing members to various boards and commissions, including one 

member of the New York City Planning Commission. The Public Advocate serves on the committee 

which selects the director of the Independent Budget Office. 

 

               Along with the Mayor and the Comptroller, it is one of only three offices elected by all the city's 

voters. 

 

About Bill DeBlasio 

On November 3rd, 2009, Bill de Blasio was elected New York City’s third Public Advocate. For the prior 

eight years, de Blasio served in the New York City Council where he fought to make City Hall more 

responsive and accountable to New Yorkers. 
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Bill de Blasio began his work in New York City government as an aide to Mayor David Dinkins. During the 

Clinton Administration, de Blasio was appointed Regional Director for the U.S. Department of Housing 

and Urban Development, where he served under former Secretary Andrew Cuomo. In 1999, de Blasio 

was elected to the School Board for District 15 in Brooklyn. In 2000, he managed Hillary Rodham 

Clinton's successful campaign for U.S. Senate. The following year, de Blasio was elected to the New York 

City Council where he represented District 39 in Brooklyn for eight years. 

 

In the City Council, Bill de Blasio fought to improve and protect public education and child care. In the 

spring of 2008, de Blasio organized a successful coalition of elected officials, parents, students, and 

advocates to win back millions of dollars in classroom funding slated for cuts.  

 

De Blasio has also been a dedicated advocate for affordable housing, sponsoring a City law that prevents 

landlords from discriminating against tenants who depend on Section 8 vouchers to help pay for 

housing. 

 

As the Chair of the Council's General Welfare Committee, Bill de Blasio spent the past eight years 

working to protect New York City's most vulnerable populations, including children and the homeless.  

 

Bill de Blasio holds a Bachelors degree from New York University and a Masters in International and 

Public Affairs from Columbia University. De Blasio and his wife, Chirlane McCray, met while working 

together in the Dinkins Administration. They live in Brooklyn with their two children, Chiara and Dante. 

Issue Campaigns 

 

Consumer Protection: 

 

The Public Advocate’s office is dedicated to protecting the rights and needs of consumers and exposing 

predatory, deceitful or negligent business practices that take advantage of New Yorkers. 

 

Safety & Civil Rights: 

 

The Public Advocate’s Office highlights issues that could threaten the relationship between enforcement 

bodies and communities and proposes solutions for those issues.  They also ensure that essential public 

safety services are protected from budget fluctuations. 

 

Fair Public Budget: Fighting against teacher lay-offs 
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Responsible Development: 

 

As a member of the City Planning Commission, the Public Advocate’s Office is an active player in the 

city’s land use and zoning decisions. We advocate for sensible development that brings prosperity to our 

communities by creating more affordable housing, jobs and business opportunities to New York City 

residents. 

 

Inclusive Public Education: 

 

Advocating for a more inclusive public education system is one of the top priorities of the Public 

Advocate’s Office.  The belief is that families and communities are allies to the public education system 

and their voices are essential in creating schools that can adequately meet the needs of our diverse 

students. While they are concerned with all education policies, they are focused on making sure all 

parents have a voice in the decisions affecting their children's schools. In addition, they are focused on 

making sure policies affecting our most vulnerable students –students with disabilities, homeless 

children, and English learners are sound and just. 

 

Government Transparency: 

 

Trust in our democracy and engaging the people is the cornerstone of good and effective government. 

The Public Advocate fights for the people’s right to access public information and to give them a greater 

voice in shaping the decisions of their government.  

 

To contact the Public Advocate’s Office: (212) 669-7250 or GetHelp@pubadvocate.nyc.gov 
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