
SEQCYD DEVELOPMENT MODULE I DEFINITIONS 

1 
 

What are politics? 

 social relations involving intrigue to gain authority or power; "office politics is often 
counterproductive"  

 the study of government of states and other political units  

 the profession devoted to governing and to political affairs  

 the opinion you hold with respect to political questions  

 the activities and affairs involved in managing a state or a government; "unemployment 
dominated the politics of the inter-war years"; "government agencies multiplied beyond the 
control of representative politics" 

 Politics is a process by which groups of people make collective decisions. The term is generally 
applied to behavior within civil governments, but politics has been observed in other group 
interactions, including corporate, academic, and religious institutions. 

The difference between Democrats and Republicans 

Political Ideology Definitions 

Questions often arise as to what is a liberal? What is a conservative? What does it mean to support the 
Left? Or the Right? What does a certain political party stand for? Although positions change over time 
and it's never good to make generalizations about what a certain group thinks, this section tries to 
clarifies some of the basic ideological definitions. Politicians have a wide range of opinions; thus, any 
particular leader doesn't necessary fit neatly into these categories. 
 
The original definition of a liberal was someone who advocated change, new philosophies, and new 
ideas. A conservative was someone who avoided change, instead preferring to stick to the tried and 
true. In modern times, these definitions have expanded to include a wide set of political beliefs (which 
are defined below). To be Leftist or agree with the Left political point of view is synonymous with being 
liberal. To be Rightist or agree with the Right political point of view is synonymous with being 
conservative. The Left and Right terms were created because political ideology is viewed on a 
continuum; most people generally hold views somewhere in the middle. For example, if you agree more 
with liberal ideas, you're considered more Leftist in your thinking. The graphic below illustrates the 
continuum: 
 
Liberal (Left) <------------------- Moderate (Middle) -------------------> Conservative (Right) 
 
Generally speaking, the Democratic party follows a more liberal platform; the Republican party follows a 
more conservative platform. The following table summarizes the current ideology of the parties (the 
links section gives more detail on what each party stands for). 

  Liberal (i.e. Left) Conservative (i.e. Right) 

Representative  Democrats Republicans 

http://www.balancedpolitics.org/links.htm
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Party 

Business 
Increase regulation and worker 
protection 

Ease regulation and keep government out 
of business 

Mexican Border 
Fence 

Do not build the fence Build the fence 

Taxes Increase taxes  Cut taxes 

Abortion Pro-choice Pro-life 

Social Spending Increase Decrease or maintain 

Defense Spending Decrease or maintain  Increase 

Immigration 

Grant amnesty to illegal aliens; don't build 
a fence along the Mexican border; allow 
illegal aliens to obtain driver's licenses; 
prevent the creation of a national ID card 
& database to track people in the 
country.  

Prevent amnesty for illegal & driver's 
licenses for illegal aliens; construct a 
Mexican border fence; create a national 
ID card & database to track people in the 
country. 

Death Penalty Ban Maintain 

Government Size 
Increase the government and use more 
socialistic policies 

Reduce the government and use more 
capitalistic policies 

World Peace 
Negotiate first and only take military 
action if sanctioned by the U.N. and other 
world organizations 

Work with world bodies and use 
negotiation, but take unilateral pre-
emptive action if necessary to protect 
America 

Same-Sex 
Marriage 

Legalize Ban 

Affirmative 
Action 

For (i.e. maintain race-based preferences) Against (i.e. ban race-based preferences) 

ANWR Drilling Prevent the Alaska drilling 
Pursue this and other domestic oil 

http://www.balancedpolitics.org/border_fence.htm
http://www.balancedpolitics.org/border_fence.htm
http://www.balancedpolitics.org/abortion.htm
http://www.balancedpolitics.org/death_penalty.htm
http://www.balancedpolitics.org/same_sex_marriages.htm
http://www.balancedpolitics.org/same_sex_marriages.htm
http://www.balancedpolitics.org/affirmative_action.htm
http://www.balancedpolitics.org/affirmative_action.htm
http://www.balancedpolitics.org/anwr_drilling.htm
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sources 

Kyoto Treaty Sign this treaty Don't sign this treaty 

Crime Protect the rights of the accused first and 
foremost 

Provide maximum punishment and 
protect the rights of the victim first and 
foremost 

School Vouchers End the program Expand the program 

Doctor Assisted 
Suicide 

Allow Prevent 

Missile Defense Scrap this program Pursue this program 

Three Strikes Law Overturn this law Maintain and expand these laws 

Minimum Wage Increase Lower or eliminate altogether 

Social Security Increase age of beginning eligibility (e.g. 
68 or 70); increase salary limits subject to 
tax 

Privatize; i.e. allow citizens control over 
their own money and allow stock 
investments 

Health Care 

Make 100 percent government controlled 
De-regulate and introduce free market 
reform 

Personal 
Responsibility 

Government needs to protect people 
from themselves 

People should be responsible and be held 
accountable for their own actions 

Malpractice 
Lawsuits 

Do not cap punitive & pain/suffering 
damage amounts 

Cap punitive & pain/suffering damage 
amounts 

Embryonic Stem 
Cell Research 

Use federal funding for the research Don't use federal funding for the research 

Religion 
Maintain separation of church and state; 
prevent faith-based government 
initiatives 

Introduce more religion in schools; allow 
faith-based government initiatives 

   

http://www.balancedpolitics.org/assisted_suicide.htm
http://www.balancedpolitics.org/assisted_suicide.htm
http://www.balancedpolitics.org/missile_defense.htm
http://www.balancedpolitics.org/three_strikes.htm
http://www.balancedpolitics.org/minimum_wage.htm
http://www.balancedpolitics.org/universal_health_care.htm
http://www.balancedpolitics.org/malpractice_lawsuits.htm
http://www.balancedpolitics.org/malpractice_lawsuits.htm
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Leading Democratic 2012 Presidential Candidates Leading Republican 2012 Presidential Candidates 

Barack Obama Mitt Romney 

Hillary Clinton Newt Gingrich 

  Sarah Palin 

  Mike Huckabee 

  Tim Pawlenty 

  Ron Paul 

 
 

The Democratic Party is one of two major contemporary political parties in the United States, along with 
the Republican Party. The party's social liberal and progressive platform is largely considered center-left 
in the U.S. political spectrum. The party has the lengthiest record of continuous operation in the United 
States, and is one of the oldest political parties in the world[4]. The party had 72 million registered 
voters in 2004. President Barack Obama is the 15th Democrat to hold the office. 

As of the 112th Congress following the 2010 elections, the Democratic Party currently holds a minority 
of seats in the House of Representatives, but holds a majority of seats in the Senate. It currently holds a 
minority of state governorships, as well as a minority of state legislatures. 

Democratic Ideology 

Although many Americans claim to be independent of either major political party, many more offer 
allegiance to one of two major parties in the United States – Republican and Democrat. Under a 
Republican administration, many citizens no longer understand what Democrats support. Thomas 
Jefferson founded what he called the Democratic-Republican Party in 1793. Decades later, Andrew 
Jackson split his own coalition from the main party in a bid for the White House and the current party 
Americans know as Democratic evolved. 

The older of the two major parties today, Democrats are those Americans who believe in government by 
the people. As stated in the Preamble of the United States Constitution, this nation’s government was 
founded to be by, of, and for the people. Democrats strive to support this idea and to protect it. 

 

 

http://www.barackobama.com/
http://www.freestrongamerica.com/
http://www.hillaryclinton.com/
http://newt.org/
http://www.palin4pres2012.com/
http://www.mikehuckabee.com/
http://www.governor.state.mn.us/
http://www.ronpaul.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Two_party_system
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major_party
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_parties_in_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republican_Party_(United_States)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_liberalism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Progressivism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Center-left
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Politics_of_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_Party_(United_States)#cite_note-3
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barack_Obama
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Presidents_of_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/112th_Congress
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_elections,_2010
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_of_Representatives
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Senate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governor_(United_States)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_U.S._state_legislatures
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Individual Applications 

Democrats believe in rights of the individual citizen. These rights include life, liberty, dignity, security, 
equality of opportunity, justice, privacy, and private ownership of property.  

To summarize, Democrats believe that each American citizen should have the right to all of the above 
things without interference from other citizens or the government.  

Democratic beliefs also honor the freedoms of the individual – freedom to worship as he or she may 
choose, freedom of thought, freedom of conscience, freedom of assembly, freedom of inquiry, freedom 
of expression, and freedom to participate in the political process. 

These Constitutional rights are valuable to Democrats who defended them daily. These rights – called 
inalienable by the Constitution –stem from the rigid standards that prevented most under British rule 
prior to the American Revolution. Throughout the Colonies, it was common that some religions were 
allowed while others were not. Common assembly was expressly forbidden by law, as were most other 
freedoms that are dear to Democratic hearts. 

By the tenets of the Democratic Party, each individual also has responsibilities toward society and the 
nation. Each one of us – by Democratic point of view – has the obligation to respect human life, to 
respect the rights of others, to be tolerant, to be honest, to have self-control, to respect property of 
others, and to participate in the democratic processes of this nation. 

In short, Democrats support a more complex version of the Golden Rule: Do unto others as you would 
like others to do unto you. 

Working Role Of Government and Society 

The Democratic point of view sets standards for American society and the role of the government in that 
society. The basic beliefs about society and government is that: 

 Societies must have laws that the majority of the people support and accept.  

 Dissenting minorities are protected and have the right to have an opinion different than the 
majority.  

 The people rule and thus, the people rule elect government.  

 Government should respect and protect individual rights.  

 Government should also protect and respect individual freedoms.  

 Civil liberties must be guaranteed for ALL citizens by the government.  

 Government must work for the common good. 

Most, if not all, of these solid Democratic beliefs are outlined and protected by the United States 
Constitution. Many of today’s hot issues violate some of these tenets. The Homeland Security Act, for 
example, removes some of the individual freedoms and rights from American Citizens. Republicans feel 
that the loss of these rights is for the common good; Democrats disagree. 
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Before pledging membership or allegiance to either political party, Americans should educate 
themselves about what each party believes and what each party stands for to be sure that their own 
beliefs agree. 

For more info., please log onto:  
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Democratic_Party_(United_States) 

The Republican Party is one of the two major contemporary political parties in the United States, along 
with the Democratic Party. Founded by anti-slavery expansion activists in 1854, it is often called the 
Grand Old Party (GOP). The party's platform generally reflects American conservatism in the U.S. 
political spectrum and is considered center-right, in contrast to the more center-left Democrats. 

The Republican Party has the second most registered voters as of 2004 with 55 million, encompassing 
roughly one-third of the electorate. In the 112th Congress, elected in 2010, the Republican Party holds a 
majority of seats in the House of Representatives, and a minority of seats in the Senate. The party holds 
the majority of governorships, as well as the majority of state legislatures, and control of one chamber 
in five states. 

The Republican Party includes fiscal conservatives, social conservatives, neoconservatives, moderates, 
and libertarians. Prior to the formation of the conservative coalition, which helped realign the 
Democratic and Republican party ideologies in the mid-1960s, the party historically advocated classical 
liberalism, paleoconservatism, and progressivism. 

For more info., please log onto:   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republicanism_in_the_United_States 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Two-party_system
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Major_party
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_parties_in_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_Party_(United_States)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Party_platform
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conservatism_in_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Politics_of_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Politics_of_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Centre-right
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Centre-left
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_party_strength_in_U.S._states
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/112th_Congress
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_of_Representatives_elections,_2010
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_of_Representatives
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Senate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governor_(United_States)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_U.S._state_legislatures
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiscal_conservatism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_conservatism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neoconservatism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moderate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Libertarianism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conservative_coalition
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_liberalism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_liberalism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paleoconservatism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_progressivism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republicanism_in_the_United_States

