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POLITICS AND THE MEDIA: WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW! 
This session will critically examine the role of media in politics, analyze different perspectives, 

and discuss the overall lasting effects the media has on the public at large. 

 
 

First things first: the basics!  Panel Discussion: What is the role of mass media? How does it 
affect our lives? 

 
Basic Terms and Concepts  -- Open Dialogue & Discussion 

Media Bias     - Slanted media coverage, can be liberal or conservative   
“Off the Record” – Comments made to a reporter in confidence 
Soft News – Not the most important news of the day.   
Hard News – Serious, breaking news. 
Free Speech- Right to make public statements without fear of retribution or retaliation 
“Yellow Journalism” aka “Gotcha Journalism” - Efforts by reporters to catch people in bad light 
“Two-sided” Argument – Both sides of the story are presented 
Gatekeepers – The decision makers – ex. Editors – who decide which stories get covered 
New Media – social media – ex. Facebook, twitter, etc   
Media Credibility – Do you believe what you read?  
Source – Where or whom did the quote, story, or information come from?           
Whistleblower – Person who leaks information usually for the common good.         
“A Picture is worth a thousand words” – Usage of pictures to help tell a story. 
“What’s on the front page?” - What’s leading in the papers?  Usually the most important story  
Target Audience – Who are the news agencies targeting with a certain story?    
Citizen Journalism – Average citizen reporting news, usually via social media, blogs.    
Quote – What I said is what I said.  Or is it? 
 Investigative Journalism – News that has been researched thoroughly.     
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Pg 2 
Editorial – Essay written by an editor that represents the views of the news agency.  
Letters to the Editor- Letters written by average citizens expressing their views.   
Libel/Slander – False or untruthful reporting that results in someone’s reputation being 
negatively impacted.  
 

Questionnaire  -- Group Discussions 
1. Which newspapers do you read?  How often do you read them?  Why have you chosen 

those particular newspapers to read? 
        
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Which news “medium” do you prefer?  Circle one:  Newspapers   - Social Media - Television  
                                                                                                                  -Word of mouth- 
        
3.  In general, do you believe that news agencies do their best to be fair and objective in their 
reporting?    YES   NO   (circle one) 
        
4.  Do you believe that news agencies unfairly target elected officials in South East Queens?  
Why or why not? 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Case Study  -- Open Dialogue & Discussions 
Closely read this news clipping and answer the following questions:  Is there a media bias in the 

story?  Is this a “two-sided” story? Is the story news worthy?   
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT ANY ARTICLES THAT ARE USED TO SHOW HOW THE MEDIA REPORTS 
NEWS IS NOT THE POSITION OR OPINION OF THE SOUTH EAST QUEENS COUNTY YOUNG 
DEMOCRATS.  ANY AND ALL ARTICLES ARE FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES ONLY OF HOW 

NEWS IS REPORTED. 
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Pg 3 
Case Study  

 
“Charity pol probed” By ISABEL VINCENT and MELISSA KLEIN 

NY Post – 3/13/2011 

 

The state Attorney General's Office is investigating state Sen. Shirley Huntley and her ties to 
nonprofits that have soaked taxpayers for more than $400,000, The Post has learned.  
News of the probe comes a week after The Post revealed the Queens Democrat tried to funnel 
$155,000 to her Parent Workshop nonprofit and as new questions emerge about the shady 
group.  
State records show that a $30,000 member item secured by Huntley in 2008 for The Parent 
Workshop went to two consultants, one of whom was listed as living in a Huntley family home.  
Sherman Russell, 71, received $15,000 in 2008 and 2009 from the nonprofit founded by 
Huntley, purportedly to conduct workshops for parents and students on navigating the school 
system, the documents show.  
Russell is listed on a state charity form as treasurer of The Parent Workshop, and his address is 
given as the same Valley Stream home as Huntley's daughter, Pamala Corley.  
Other public documents show he lives in Huntley's Jamaica home, where he was registered to 
vote in 2010.  
Russell and another consultant, David Gantt -- who also earned $15,000 -- were purportedly 
paid for conducting 24 workshops for parents and making "outreach visits" to schools and 
community groups, according to documents submitted by The Parent Workshop to the state for 
payment.  
Gantt, 43, is a $37,169-a-year community associate for a city Housing Authority community 
center in Queens. He did not return calls for comment.  
Huntley refused to answer questions about her charity or the AG probe.  
Huntley's husband, Herbert, who answered the door at the couple's Jamaica home, said Russell 
didn't live there.  
Patricia Savage, who headed the charity and now works for Huntley as an $85,000-per-year 
"confidential assistant," did not return phone calls.  
Vanessa Sparks, the president since August 2010, said she had never heard of Russell or Gantt.  
The Post revealed last week that Huntley started The Parent Workshop in 2006, eight months 
before being elected. Once in office, she authorized the $30,000 grant and tried to send 
another $125,000 a year later. She said she dropped the larger grant after being told it was inap 
propriate.  
Her daughter also ran a taxpayer-funded nonprofit out of the family home.  
 
Attorney General Eric Schneiderman's office declined comment. 
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What this article fails to mention is that it is not illegal for an elected official to fund a program that is 

functioning in their district. It also does not mention that Senator Huntley resigned from her position in 

the organization when she won her seat in the senate. 

 

It also doesn’t mention that it is no crime for a person to use another person’s address as their mailing 

address.   

 

It failed to mention that the senator was instructed by the New York State Senate not to comment on this 

issue. 

 

It failed to mention that it is not a crime for someone to move from one job to the next. 

 

It failed to mention that the workshops actually took place. 

 

It failed to mention that the senator’s daughter’s program was housed at a public school Beacon Program 

and was having difficulty receiving her mail.  She had her mailed sent to her mother’s address to ensure 

that she would get it. 

 

 

 

 

 

Both liberals and conservatives use their own media outlets through various media (e.g.- 

newspapers, television, blogs, radio, etc) to inform their constituencies of their interpretation of 

current events and to promote their activism pertaining to certain issues. Because this occurs across 

the political aisle, few people consider the existence of liberal or conservative media to be a 

problem. However, some proven conservative media like the New York Post and Fox News claim to 

not be biased but consistently slander liberal voters and Democratic politicians while actively 

promoting party politics.  

 

This does not mean that you should not hold anyone accountable for their actions.  What this 

means is, you should consider the source of your information.  Research who the news source 

supports and endorses.  Research the information that you are reading.  

 

 

Name that Headline!  Read the following newspaper headlines and tell us 

what you think – biased or unbiased? 

 
Links Between Charity and State Senator’s Staff   (NY Post) 

 

Rep. Meeks Can’t Account for Hurricane Katrina Money; Puts Spotlight on Paterson/Flake 

Aqueduct Gambling Deal   (National Legal and Policy Center) 
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'Slush'-hush funds in do-zilch charity (Democrats vote-buying, money laundering scheme)  (NY 

Post) 

 

Hurricane Katrina Charity Money Nowhere To Be Found  (Gothamist) 

 

Democrat Congressman Gregory Meeks being Investigated . . . Again.  (Republican Party of NYS 

blog) 

 

Closing discussion: Next steps….What can we do as citizens? 
 

Notes: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/f-news/2441850/posts

